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Dear Parents and Carers, 

 

I hope you have continued to keep safe and well during this really challenging set of 

circumstances. I am very mindful of the impact on emotional wellbeing that the pandemic has 

had on our students, their families and our staff team.   

 

As you will be aware, the government has announced the plan that all students will return to 

school in September.  

 

This is excellent news in terms of re-engaging with academic courses and social interaction with 

their peers. 

We are now looking to implement the new plans with updated risk assessments, new larger 

bubble structure, seating arrangements, staggered breaks and so on. 

 

With 2 weeks to go, this will pose many challenges, but we feel it is doable (and safe) if carefully 

planned. One area of concern will be transport as this will involve potential mixing of year groups/ 

key stages which will then mean mixing bubbles! 

 

We are feeling positive, and providing national and local conditions are favorable, we are 

intending to have all students back into school and following the full curriculum offer where-ever 

possible. 

 

I have met with all the other local headteachers of special schools this morning, and some are 

looking at a very phased return, some are “straight in” with the exception of students who would 

be considered high risk in terms of medical or behavioral needs.  

 

As part of the process, we will review all our risk assessments and if we have any concerns, we will 

discuss them with yourselves. 

 

In preparation for the full reopening in September, the school will now be closed on Friday 17th of 

July to allow the teaching staff to make the necessary changes to the classrooms and teaching 

spaces that have been stripped back to 4 students per class with all excess furniture and 

resources transferred into storage. 

 

In September, students will be taught in full classes and it will not be possible to maintain social 

distancing for this to happen. 

 

We will however, ensure that all other risk mitigation strategies are in place such as stringent 

handwashing etc. 

 

 



We are carrying out some refurbishment to teaching areas over the summer so it will not be 

possible to access all our facilities.  we are however, considering offering a few summer activities if 

these can be safely facilitated. We will also continue to provide a food bank for those who have 

been affected financially and as much support as we can for our students and their families. 

I have to say, it really has been a very strange time for both myself and Jo Hutton as we have not 

been able to spend our last term with all the students which is very sad. 

 

I do hope however, that I will be able to see everyone at some stage over the coming months as I 

will continue to volunteer and support the school where I can. 

 

I am hoping to be able to run a Tall Ship Expedition next June (advance warning for those 

interested), again – it will all depend on where we are with regards to any existing health risks. 

I will confirm the summer activity sessions as soon as possible, if we are able to facilitate these. 

Thank you to everyone for their continued support. 

 

 

Kind regards 

 

 

 
Amanda Cameron 

Principal 

 


